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TICKETS FOR ‘A 
CHRISTMAS CAROL’ 
ARE ON SALE 


Tickets are on sale for “A 
Christmas Carol” right now. This 
will be the last annual perfor- 
mance of a long-standing tradi- 
tion. 

Tickets cost $10 for general 
admission, $8 for students and $5 
for senior citizens and children 
under the age of 6. 

Tickets can be bought on the 
day of the show, the 12th through 
the 14th, or they can be purchased 
online in advanace. 

The link can be found by visit- 
ing the Top Notch Player’s Face- 
book page. 

Online purchases should be 
made using a credit card or a pay 
pal. 

Faculty and staff can also re- 
serve a ticket by contacting Susan 
Sanders at 

ssanders@necc.mass.edu 


NECC wins 
TWITTER CONTEST 
AND WILL THROW 
CELEBRATION 


NECC, for the second year in 
a row, placed first in the DHE vi- 
sion project twitter contest. 

President Lane Glenn is throw- 
ing a celebration in congratula- 
tions of winning the contest. 

Students, faculty and staff are 
invited to join President Glenn on 
Monday, Dec. 15 from 11 a.m. to 
1 p.m. to celebrate in the Bentley 
Library Art Space on Haverhill 
campus with refreshments from 
Hogan Brothers Coffee, Tate’s 
Cookies and Boston Coffee Cake. 


WINTER COURSES 
ARE AVAILABLE 
AT NECC 


NECC will be offering winter 
intercession courses at NECC for 
students hoping to catch up on 
course credits. 

The courses available are Intro 
to Accounts I and II, Human Bi- 
ology, Public Speaking, English 
Comp I, Basic Algebra II and Ba- 
sic Writing. 

These courses will run from 
Monday, Jan. 5 through Friday, 
Jan. 16 from 9 a.m. to mid-after- 
noon on Haverhill campus. 

If interested, contact the CPAC 
center in Haverhill at (978) 556- 
3440 or in Lawrence at (988) 
556-5924. 


Winter 


ae 


is oat 


to NECC 
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The leaves have fallen, the grass is bare and NECC students are cold, tired and ready for winter break. Students are 
rapidly finishing remaining coursework and bracing themselves during finals week. 


Student Engagement 
Center hosts annual 


Season 


The Seasonal 
Celebration is an 
annual event that 
shares multiple 
holiday traditions 


By Cuap GoRHAM 
News Editor 

The Student Engagement Cen- 
ter held its annual Seasonal Cele- 
bration on Wednesday, Dec. 3. 

It was a festive vibe in the 
Sports and Fitness Center as a 
celebration of all the holidays 
celebrated during the Winter Sea- 
son took place. The celebrations 
included Christmas, Hanukah, 
Kwanzaa, St. Basil’s Day, Chi- 
nese New Year, Yule, Saturnalia 
and many others. 

When you first walked in to 
the seasonal celebration, you 
could donate an unwrapped toy 
that will be donated to the Beth- 


al Celebration 
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Children pose for their free picture with Santa at the 
Seasonal Celebration in Haverhill. 


and help them out?” 

At one table some athletes 
from the sports teams on campus 
were helping the guests to design 


Every shelter can use some toys this time of year, why 


not try and help them out? 
- Kadee Tapley 


. ee 


lehem House in Haverhill. 

Kadee Tapley, an assistant in 
the Student Engagement Center, 
said, “Every shelter can use some 
toys this time of year, why not try 


their own sugar cookies. 

They had every color frosting 
and topping you could think of. 
Children left the table beaming, 
and holding cookies absolutely 


covered in frosting and candies. 

There were lots of arts and 
crafts for the kids to do at the 
event. One table you could make 
your own pickle ornament, which 
is a German tradition. 

The tradition states that the 
pickle is hidden in the tree and the 
person who finds it on Christmas 
morning is the one who receives 
the extra gift that Santa left. 

Some of the other crafts you 
could make were: glittery pine- 
cones, toilet paper roll candles, 
candy cane reindeer and flower- 
pot reindeer. 

The Early Education Club also 
brought a beanbag game for the 
kids to play. 


Continued on page 4 
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The Observer is your newspaper! We want to hear from you. Write in to observer@necc.mass.edu 
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Editorial 


The holiday season is here, NECC 


It’s the end of fall semester, 
and it’s approaching the end of 
2014. NECC students are finish- 
ing up some final coursework and 
bracing their way through finals 
week. 

NECC, remember to try and 
space out your work as much as 
possible, take breaks when you 
can and get as much sleep as pos- 
sible. The end of the semester can 
be tough, but self care is incredi- 
bly important when dealing with 
high stress and a heavy workload. 

Also, try and enjoy the holi- 
days. Some people are fortunate 
and have the opportunity to take 
a break and have fun with friends 
and family during the break. Oth- 
ers, however, have to work hard 
during the holidays or spend the 
time alone. 

This can be difficult, so re- 
member to treat employees well 
during this busy and high energy 
time of year. It’s hard to tell how 
difficult someone’s day has been, 
especially if they work in the ser- 
vice industry. 

To those of you who can’t cel- 
ebrate the holidays or have a dif- 
ficult time during this month, we 
have you in our thoughts. 

The holiday season is also 
cold and flu season, so remem- 
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ber to take precautions and wash 
your hands, sleep plenty and get 
the flu shot if you can. 

The Observer staff would like 
to thank the NECC community 
for their readership and submis- 
sions throughout the semester. 
It’s our engagement with the 
community that really makes our 
small paper an active and positive 
part of NECC, and we look for- 
ward to working with and writing 
for you next semester. 

The NECC Observer is look- 
ing to fill two positions next se- 
mester. Applicants must be en- 
rolled in or have already taken 
Journalism 1. 

The first position is the job of 
web editor, who will be in charge 
of posting stories to our website, 
observer.necc.mass.edu, as well 
as coordinating social media on 
Facebook and Twitter. 

We’re also looking to hire an- 
other staff writer to help us fill 
our demand for good community 
content. 

If interested in any of 
these positions, contact us at 
observer@necc.mass.edu 

Have a good winter break, 
NECC. Stay warm, safe and 
health. See you in the spring se- 
mester! 
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See you next semester! 
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Write “Letter” or “Article to Editor” in the subject line so we notice it 
right away. 
Send your letters to observer@necc.mass.edu 
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or reject those we recieve. 
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What are your plans 
for winter break? 


“I’m gonna be sleeping 
a lot.” 


REBECCA WESTERMAN 
Features Editor 


“T will be covering 
the Celtics for a web- 
site, and preparing to 

transfer.” 
MIKE ALONGI 


Sports Editor 


“Every possible type of 
work.” 


THOMAS SHAMMA 
Copy Editor 


“T will be working at 
the jewlery store.” 


CuApD GORHAM 
News Editor 


“I’m going to the 
Dominican Republic.” 


CHRISTINA HILLNER 
Staff Writer 


“I’m working on an 
independent theater project.” 


FairH GREGORY 
Editor-in-Chief 
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Major news events of 2014 


A look back at the 
importent events of 
2014 


By ASHLEE ROSE FERRANTE 
Opinion Editior 

With 2014 almost behind us 
and 2015 just around the corner, 
let’s take a look at the events that 
shaped the year of 2014. 


Fears 
of Ebola 


Probably one of the most un- 
settling events to happen this year 
was the Ebola breakout. 

A disease that the world is 
still dealing with. This isn’t the 
first time Ebola has made its way 
around, in 1976 there was an out- 
break in Zaire. 

Now the current outbreak that 
first started in Africa is the most 
largest and complex virus ever 
seen. 

One of the countries that are 
suffering the most is Liberia, 
where times are tough at the mo- 
ment. Over 5,177 people have 
died from the virus, most coming 
from Western Africa. 

It is unlikely that someone in 
the US would die of Ebola, be- 
cause unlike Africa we have a 


much better health system. 

Although, that said, two peo- 
ple have already died of the virus 
in the US. 

The first victim Thomas Eric 
Duncan, who was a Liberian na- 
tional took a trip to Texas in Sep- 
tember. While he was in Texas, he 
took a trip to the ER with flu- like 
symptoms. 

He was eventually sent home, 
but was mistreated and came back 
two days later testing positive for 
the virus, he died at age 42. 

The second person to have 
died from the disease was a doc- 
tor form Sierra Leone who had 
treated Ebola patientsAccording 
to the World Health Organization 
(WHO) Ebola symptoms go as 
followed: 

“The incubation period, that 
is, the time interval from infec- 
tion with the virus to onset of 
symptoms is two to 21 days. Hu- 
mans are not infectious until they 
develop symptoms. 

“First symptoms are the sud- 
den onset of fever fatigue, muscle 
pain, headache and sore throat. 

“This is followed by vomiting, 
diarrhea, rash, symptoms of im- 
paired kidney and liver function, 
and in some cases, both internal 
and external bleeding (e.g. oo0z- 
ing from the gums, blood in the 
stools). 

“Laboratory findings include 


low white blood cell and plate- 
let counts and elevated liver en- 
zymes.” 


Landing on 
a Comet 


If you happen to experience 
any of these symptoms call 911 
or head to your nearest hospital. 

If landing on the moon wasn’t 
enough, why not land a space 
craft on a comet? 

The unmanned Rosetta space 
craft accompanied with Philae 
made history this past November 
by achieving its goal of landing 
on a comet. 

Although it took Philae three 
times to make a touch down on 
the comet that’s spinning through 
space, it’s like dropping a pen- 
ny and trying to have it land on 
a spinning platform, except this 
platform is rugged with dips and 
hills everywhere. 

With more than 10 years after 
departing earth Rosetta and Phi- 
lae completed its mission. 

This mission will give info 
about the big bang theory and 
how we ended up here on earth. 

One of the coolest things about 
this mission is the noise or as the 
European Space Agency would 
call the singing of the comet. 


FACULTY BOOK REVIEW: 


How to stop worrying and deactivate the Bomb 


A review of Elaine 
Scarry s book, 
“Thermonuclear 
Monarchy. Choosing 
Between Democracy 
and Doom” 


By STEPHEN E. SLANER 
Faculty Correspondent 

It’s quite appropriate for this 
book to be reviewed during the 
Christmas season, for it offers a 
promise of redemption and brings 
us a great gift: the power to begin 
to control our own destiny, now 
held hostage by the ability of one 
man — the President — to unleash 
unimaginable destruction at a 
moment’s notice. 


Constitution and the much-dis- 
cussed Second Amendment, for 
the right to bear arms, which was 
intended to prevent the federal 
government from assuming too 
much power, has been rendered 
moot by the Bomb. 

How can state militias serve as 
a defense in the nuclear age? 

Indeed, the power to declare 
war, located in the Congress, 
has also become obsolete. There 
have been plenty of wars since 
World War II, but 1941 was the 
last time war was formally de- 
clared. 

Seen from the vantage point of 
social contract theory, our politi- 
cal system is in violation of both 
Locke’s liberalism and Hobbes’ 
Leviathan, since sovereignty is 


8 a cer 


I have been waiting for a book like 
this for more than 50 years. 


a 


Using a series of closely rea- 
soned arguments, Elaine Scar- 
ry shows how U.S. reliance on 
nuclear weapons for “defense” 
threatens not only Americans, but 
all people around the world. 

She offers a way to regain our 
democracy through the consti- 
tutional safeguards we have, in- 
cluding Article 1, Section 8 of the 


removed from the people and 
transferred to, in effect, a mon- 
archy. 

Even Hobbes, commonly re- 
garded as an authoritarian think- 
er, insisted that the purpose of 
government is to safeguard life, 
and that you have a right to resist 
if your life is threatened — a right 
which is rendered meaningless by 


the existence and possible use of 
weapons of mass destruction. 

On a personal note, reading 
Thermonuclear Monarchy sent 
me “time tripping,” to borrow a 
phrase of Kurt Vonnegut’s. 

I have been waiting for a book 
like this for more than 50 years. 

Just before my second birth- 
day, the US dropped two atomic 
bombs on Japan. I don’t remem- 
ber the actual events, but I soon 
learned that the danger of nuclear 
attack was real and perhaps im- 
minent. In elementary school I 
was given a blast-resistant dog 
tag, believe it or not, so that a 
record of my existence could be 
located even in the event of my 
destruction. 

Shortly thereafter we had to 
participate in “duck and cover” 
exercises supposedly designed to 
protect us from the Bomb. 

When I and a number of oth- 
er students wore black armbands 
to protest “shelter drills” in high 
school, administrators went 
around tearing them off. 

In college, I continued my 
anti=nuclear activism and orga- 
nized a meeting to protest Pres- 
ident Kennedy’s “quarantine” of 
Cuba, which we now know had a 
40% chance (by Kennedy’s own 
estimate) of resulting in a nuclear 
conflict between the two super- 
powers. 

Though the Cuban missile 
crisis was resolved without war, 
it triggered an intensified arms 


The airy creepy noise sounds 
identical to the creature in aliens 
with Arnold Swarchenegger. 
Who knows maybe we aren’t 
alone after all? 


Hands up, 
don’t shoot 


Race has always been an is- 
sue here in the U.S. and around 
the world. In Ferguson a suburb 
of St. Louis, Mo., this couldn’t be 
more accurate. 

On Aug. 9 an unarmed teen- 
ager named Michael Brown was 
shot and killed by Darren Wilson, 
an armed white police officer. 

The shooting prompted protest 
sall around the country. 

On Nov. 24, a grand jury re- 
turned a decision not to indict 
Wilson on any charges on the 
state level. Wilson will not face 
charges. He resigned after the 
grand jury decision. A federal in- 
vestigation is ongoing. 

This action triggered nation- 
wide protests. 

Although we may think we 
know everything about the case, 
I’m sure there is stuff still un- 
clear. 


2014 
Media 
Hig uc ghits 


ap Series ot 
San Francisco Giants 
Super Bowl champs: 
Seattle Seahawks 
Stanley Cup champs: 
Los Angeles Kings 


Sexiest man alive: 
Chris Hemsworth 
Sexiest woman alive: 
Penelope Cruz 


Must-see movies: 
Frozen 
The Lego Movie 
Maleficent 

X-Men: Days of Future Past 
Godzilla 

The Amazing Spider-Man 2 

Guardians of the Galaxy 
The Fault in Our Stars 


Top songs: 
Blank Spaces 
by Taylor Swift 

All About That Bass 
by Meghan Trainor 
Rude by Magic 
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Elaine Scarry is the author of “Thermonuclear Monarchy” 
and teaches English at Harvard University. 


race, and despite the collapse of 
the Soviet Union, we are still re- 
lying on nuclear weapons as our 
first line of defense. 

But as George Kennan, the ar- 
chitect of the “containment” pol- 
icy, pointed out, nuclear weap- 
ons can’t defend anything; they 
should rather be called “dooms- 
day machines” (shades of Dr. 
Strangelove). 

It is impossible in a short re- 
view to do justice to the intrica- 
cies of Professor Scarry’s argu- 
ment. 

It should be noted, at least, 
that she makes connections be- 


tween such disparate phenomena 
as medical ethics, marriage vows, 
the theater, psychological theory 
and politics-- all having to do 
with the idea of consent. 

Remember, that’s what our po- 
litical system is supposedly based 
on. To reclaim our democracy, 
she argues, we’ll have to disman- 
tle what she refers to as “colossal 
structures of illegitimate nongov- 
ernance” (p. 404). We’ve got a 
lot of work to do. 

Professor Stephen E. Slaner 
is the chair of the Global Studies 
department at NECC. 
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Seasonal celebration educates children 


Continued from front 
Jasmine Polanco, a Criminal 
Justice student, was having a lot 
of fun at one of the craft tables 
along with another Criminal Jus- 
tice student Kevin Carvalho. 
Polanco said, “I enjoy the kids, 
they are so cute and they seem to 
be having so much fun.” 


She would make funny faces 
or gently work with the kids to 
get them on Santa’s lap. 

Passemato said, “I raised three 
boys, I know how to handle kids, 
plus I love being around them.” 

Food was everywhere. There 
was food from all over the world, 
which included Italian, Chinese, 


<< | . 


I enjoy the kids, they are so cute and they seem to be 


having so much fun. 
- Jasmine Polanco 


Ce 


One of the most popular tables 
was the face-painting table. The 
table became even more popular 
when a nursing student, Joe Tor- 
res, had his face done up to look 
exactly like the Grinch. 

Santa posed for pictures with 
everyone. Donna Passemato, the 
Student Senate President, looked 
like Santa’s little elf running 
around and getting the kids who 
were afraid of Santa, not to be 
afraid anymore. 


German, Indian, and more. 

Along with the food were a 
few trifolds with information 
about the different holidays, such 
as traditions, games, foods, and 
symbols used. 

Elfie Grusing, a general stud- 
ies student, said, “It was neat to 
try all the different snacks, some 
were strange but some were real- 
ly good.” 


Puotos By CHAD GORHAM 
ahs Pes 


“78 Amesbury ; ‘ 
> a oa ‘B nait _ | Jasmine Polanco and Kevin Carvahlo pose at their arts and crafts table. 
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Finish up finals and 
get into the holiday 
spirit with these fun 
holiday ideas 


By CurisTINA HILLNER 
Staff Writer 


The Fall semester is finally 
coming to a close, and students 
and staff can finally breathe a 
sigh of relief and enjoy what is 
left of the holiday season. 

Of course, the stress of hol- 
iday shopping for one another, 
the lines in stores, traffic, and 
scrooges can be a nuisance, but 
that shouldn’t interrupt getting 
into the holiday spirit. 

Most people today are so fo- 
cused on buying gifts for their 
loved ones they forget to appre- 
ciate this time of the season. 

Here are some ideas and ac- 
tivities to enjoy the remainder of 
the season! 

A fad that has grown increas- 
ingly over the years are people 
wearing ugly holiday sweaters. 
It is an amusing and comfortable 


Playing games as well can 
keep the atmosphere light and 
fun for everyone there. 

Have a karaoke contest and 
name it the “No Talent Christ- 
mas Show.” Advertising the no 
talent part can be an encour- 
agement for people to get up 
and sing the worst rendition of 
holiday tunes, and will make for 
great memories, and maybe fits 
of laughter. 

Also, to capture those mem- 
ories have disposable cameras 
around the area of the party to 
take photos. 

All of those pictures are in the 
moment shots that cannot be de- 
leted, making it fun to see how 
they will develop. 

Aside from the craziness of 
holiday sweaters, baking cook- 
ies and hosting a cookie swap is 
another idea. Invite friends, rel- 
atives, neighbors, co workers, or 
anyone who loves cookies, to in- 
dulge in one anothers creations. 

The more people that come, 
the better, so there will be more 
cookies to swap. 

Ask everyone what type of 


Photo by Christina Hillner 


Quincy Market, surrounded by holiday lights, on a cold 


evening 


way of expressing yourself for 
this time of year. 

People go as far as creating 
their own by using an old sweat- 
er to design their own perfect 
sweater. Some department stores 
such as Macy’s sell ugly sweat- 
ers. 

Some of the best nostalgic 
ugly holiday sweaters are found 
at thrift shops for cheap. 

To go along with ugly holi- 
day sweaters, people host ugly 
sweater parties. 

These parties have not_only 
given new life to old pieces of 
holiday monstrosity, they have 
made them quite trendy and ex- 
ceptionally fun as well. 

People go outside the box to 
try to outdo one another. 

People invite friends and 
family to get together to have 
a great time over some laughs, 
food, and drinks. Some could 
hold friendly competitions for 
the ugliest sweater. 

For instance, there could be 
awards given such as all around 
ugliest, best homemade, most 
outrageous, or most original. 


cookies they’ll bring. As a host, 
keep a list to avoid cookie du- 
plications. Remind attendees to 
bring a few extra empty tins or 
zip-lock bags to take their cook- 
ies home in. 

Have each person bring one 
type of a certain cookie on a big 
platter (amount baked will vary 
on the amount of people invit- 
ed). 

Bring multiple copies of rec- 
ipe cards to exchange with other 
people, and maybe create a year- 
ly cookbook with new holiday 
cookies each year. 

To make the cookie swap a 
bit interesting have an ornament 
swap as well. 

Each guest brings one orna- 
ment, and everyone must pick a 
number at random. 

Who ever received a piece of 
paper with the number one goes 
first, and so on after. 

One of the most common ac- 
tivities around Christmas is the 
“Yankee Swap.” 

Any number of people may 
participate, including children. 
However, the minimum num- 


ber of participants should be at 
least four or else the game is not 
much fun. 

Yankee Swap rules can vary, 
but this is the general idea. 

Each participant is asked to 
bring along a gift worth no more 
than a pre-agreed amount, gen- 
erally around $20-25. 

Each player picks from a hat 
a number from one up to the to- 
tal number of participants. Each 
person gets a crack at picking a 
gift according to his or her num- 
ber. 

The person who picks the first 
gift opens it to show it to the rest 
of the company. 

Then the number two partici- 
pant picks a gift and chooses to 
either unwrap it or swap it for an 
unwrapped gift. 

If the gift is swapped, the 
person who had their gift taken 
from them gets to unwrap the 
new gift. 

The game goes on until ey- 
eryone has had their chance and 
then, typically number one has 
the choice to either keep their 
gift or swap it with anyone elses 
gift. 

When everyone has opened a 
gift some trading should be ex- 
pected. 

Trading is perfectly accept- 
able so that, as much as possible, 
everyone goes home with a gift 
they are happy with. 

For something more low-key, 
it is always great to put the feet 
and relax to a holiday movie 
such as Elf, National Lampoon’s 
Christmas Vacation, The Polar 
Express, or any of the Home 
Alone movies. 

Set the mood by having the 
lights off, just the tree lit up, 
maybe a fire if there is a fire- 
place, and some popcorn to 
snack on. 

On the creative side, ginger- 
bread house making, and orna- 
ment making are enjoyable ac- 
tivities. 

Stores such as A.C. Moore, 
or Michael’s Arts and Crafts sell 
gingerbread making kits, and 
have plenty of supply to create 
ornaments for the tree. 

Instead of an evening in, 
some might rather get out and 
enjoy the holiday spirit. A fun 
idea is viewing light displays. 

Drive around listening to 
some holiday tunes with a steam- 
ing cup of hot chocolate, and ob- 
serve the holiday lights can be 
fun. With gas prices where they 
are now, it is not too costly for 
the vehicle. 

Home owners spend hours 
decorating their homes for the 
holiday season, many start the 
weekend after Thanksgiving to 
beat the first early snowfall. 

Although this year was dif- 
ferent due to the Thanksgiving 
snowstorm. Some even add an- 
imatronics and Christmas music 
to their displays, which provides 
a true holiday experience for 
viewers. 

Faneuil Hall holds Boston’s 
Official Christmas Tree, a 47- 
foot white spruce. It is quite the 
sight, and the trees surrounding 
are all lit up for a beautiful view. 


For the third year in a row, 
“Blink!” is the state-of-the-art 
light & sound extravaganza that 
transforms every inch of Faneuil 
Hall to a holiday spectacular, re- 
turned for it’s third year in No- 
vember 2014. 

This magical light show uses 
over 350,000 LED lights to illu- 
minate the area, and goes along 
to the songs from the Holiday 
Pops for a seven-minute specta- 
cle that runs continuously each 
evening. 

Blink! runs every half hour 
beginning at 4:30 pm by “The 
Big Tree” on the East End and 
then runs every half hour begin- 
ning at 5:00 pm by “The Three 
Trees” in the North Market, ac- 
cording to the Faneuil Hall Mar- 
ketplace website. 

A couple blocks away from 
Faneuil Hall is the Boston Com- 
mons where there is more holi- 
day spectacles. 

Trees throughout Boston 
Common with ten additional 
trees around the Frog Pond skat- 
ing rink are all lit up making for 
a nice evening stroll, or a fun 
skate on the pond. 

The Boston Common Frog 
Pond sits at the heart of Boston 
Common, the oldest and most 
treasured public park in the U.S. 

Every winter, Frog Pond has 
a winter ice rink and skating 
school. They are open daily with 


Photo by Christina Hillner 
Faneuil Hall Marketplace in Boston with it’s trees lit up for 


the holiday season. 


varying hours. 

It is $5 for admission (a per- 
son under 52 inches is free), and 
skate rentals are $10 for adults, 
and $5 for children. 

For more information on 
skating, hours, and their skate 
school, visit BostonFrogPond. 
com. 

If traveling is not a hassel, 
head up north in Maine, New 
Hampshire, or Vermont for some 
snowboarding or skiing. 

There are very popular ski 
mountains in northern New 
England. In New Hampshire, 
Bretton Woods, and Attitash 
are popular. Sunday River and 
Sugarloaf in Maine as well. In 
Vermont, Smugglers’ Notch and 
Okemo. They are all are great 
mountains to ski or snowboard 
on. 

Since there is not much snow 
around here at the moment, it 
is a great day trip to enjoy the 
snow somewhere else 

Being grateful, giving, and 
enjoying time with family and 
friends can be relaxing and a 
calming way to destress from 
the fall semester and finals. 

Consider these holiday ideas 
to get into the spirit, and enjoy 
the rest of what is left of the year. 

As finals close, we look for- 
ward to this needed winter break 
until the beginning of the 2015 
spring semester. 


Photo by Christina Hillner 


The 74-foot white spruce residing in Faneuil Hall for the 
remainder of the holiday season. 
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Arts & Entertainment 


A semester of fine & performing arts 


Professors weigh in 
about this semester 


and the Spring 
By Kim WaitInG 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 
This semester, students in the 
fine and performing arts pro- 
grams have entertained us, sur- 
prised us and challenged the way 
we think about everyday things. 
There have been plays and shows 
and visits from professionals who 
were kind enough to share their 
knowledge and experiences. 
The prolesne pared some of 


Events 


Dec. 10 
Last day of regular 
classes for Fall semester 


Dec. 12 and 13, 7 p.m. 
Dec. 13 and 14, 3 p.m, 
Charles Dickens’ 

“A Christmas Carol” 
by the Top Notch 
Players 

Chester W. Hawryleiw 
Theater, Haverhill 
Campus 

Gencral Admission $10 
Students / Seniors $8 
Children under 6, $6 


Dec. 16, 6 p.m. 
Auditions for “The 
Vagina Monogogues” 
Chester W. Hawryliciw 
Theater, Haverhill 
Campus 


lights of the fall semester, advice 
for the winter break, and what we 
can expect to see next semester. 

Art professor Mare Mann- 
heimer said, “the highlight of 
the fall semester, for me, was 
definitely the show and visit to 
campus this fall by the New York 
artist, Jeff Henriquez.” 

Through the generosity of the 
NECC Foundation and the Art & 
Design department, Henriquez 
showed his work in the ArtSpace 
from Sept. 30 to Nov. 5. Hen- 
riquez was on campus from Sept. 
30 until Oct. 3 and during that 
time, he visited and guest lec- 
tured in eight classes. 

Mannheimer said that he is 
looking forward to a visit from 
the author and artist Anya Ulinich 
in the Spring 2015 semester. She 
will show her work and also visit 
campus in late February. 

Ulinich is the celebrated au- 
thor and illustrator of the Graph- 
ic Novel, Lena Finkle’s Pickle 
Barrel. She will be showing 
recent work and drawings from 
her book. The exact dates of her 
show and presentation will be an- 
nounced soon. 

The spring semester will end 
with the 2014-15 edition of the 
Student Art Show. This annu- 
al show is judged by an artist or 
curator from off campus and fea- 
tures a range of work represent- 
ing two and three dimensional as 
well as digital works. The show 
will go up in late April and be up 
through graduation. 

Dianne Pappas, adjunct art 
professor, really enjoyed the field 
trip to the Museum of Fine Arts 
in October because, as she said, it 
offers “great exposure to a variety 
of media.” Pappas said, “there 
was great chemistry amongst the 


students in Art 108 this fall. This 
was so helpful to create an envi- 
ronment for experimentation and 
risk-taking.” 

Pappas went on to discuss how 
important it is for students to get 
out of their comfort zone so they 
can learn to solve problems that 
arise when working in a three di- 
mensional space, since many of 
the students taking her 3D foun- 
dations class have no prior expe- 
rience. 

“We plan to have another 
field trip in the spring,” said Pap- 
pas, “maybe to the new Harvard 
Museums or the Peabody Essex 
Museum. Massachusetts has a 
wealth of fabulous museums, it 
is so important for students to see 
art in person.” 

Pappas hopes that her students 
continue to make and see artwork 
outside of the classroom and sug- 
gested that winter break is a great 
time to do that. 

The music department wel- 
comed professional guitarist, 
Marty Walsh, and has several 
guest speakers lined up for next 
semester, according to music 
professor Mike Lecuyer. Dates 
will be announced as they be- 
come available for visits by guest 
speakers Adam Ayan, Grammy 
award winning mastering en- 
gineer, and also, Duncan Watt, 
composer of music for video 
games and film, as well as a guest 
performance by the U.S. Naval 
Pops Band. 

Professor Ginger Hurajt co- 
taught the first art and literature 
of the graphic novel class with 
Mannheimer, which was a huge 
success. The students were able 
to show their work in both the 
Haverhill Public Library and the 
NECC ArtSpace. 


“I’m proud of all of my stu- 
dents. I have terrific poets in 
creative writing: poetry,” Hurajt 
said. She is looking forward to 
seeing some of their work in the 
next issue of Parnassus. 

“The honors students are a joy 
to teach and work with, and all 
of the students in world literature 
have worked hard all semester 
and have given excellent presen- 
tations.” 

Also this semester, Hurajt took 
on the writing awards for the En- 
glish department and they have 
created a new online submission 
process. 

Hurajt is looking forward to 
teaching the art and literature 
of the graphic novel again this 
spring. She is also teaching cre- 
ative nonfiction, which will in- 
clude writing memoirs, personal 
essays, nature writing and will 
likely include a short graphic/ 
comic piece as well. 

Going into break, Hurajt has 
the following advice for students, 
“between the stress of finals and 
holidays, take time to breathe, 
meditate, take a walk outside and 
find some space away from com- 
mercialism and materialism to 
focus on what’s really important 
to you.” 

Theater coordinator Susan 
Sanders shared a few moments 
from this semester that really 
stood out to her. 

“The five women from Real 
Women Have Curves laughing, 
the cast of Front singing Jeru- 
salem, watching Sarah Bird 
portray a little girl dancing, the 
scene in Front between Joan (Ki- 
ara Pichardo) and her son, Brian 
(Jon Gray) when she feels he is 
abandoning her by going off to 
war as her husband had done, the 


very end of Front, when Frank’s 
ghost (John Rodgers) appears to 
his wife, Judy (Hannah Heckman 
McKenna),” said Sanders. 

Sanders will not be teaching 
a theater class next semester, but 
she will be teaching dramatic lit- 
erature, which will focus on read- 
ing, discussing and writing about 
scenes from a variety of plays. 

The spring schedule is full of 
trips, competitions, shows and 
workshops, beginning with audi- 
tions for the Vagina Monologues 
on Tuesday, Dec. 16, at 6:00 in 
the Chester W. Hawrylciw The- 
ater. Auditions are open to stu- 
dents, faculty, staff and alumni. 

Other upcoming shows in- 
clude “Avenue Q” and student 
directed one-act plays, as well as 
a performance by the Children’s 
Theater. More information will 
be made available for these as 
they get closer. 

Sanders’ advice to students is 

o “get involved next semester 
in something you have longed to 
do, but haven’t. I know you have 
jobs, families, classes and video 
games to play, but you’re miss- 
ing out on some of the best parts 
of being a college student if you 
don’t play a sport, a board game 
with the Bacon Boardgamers, 
sing with the choral club, dance 
with the dance club, act with the 
Top Notch Players (or work back- 
stage), write an article or letter to 
the editor of The Observer, or 
write, photograph, or draw for 
Parnassus.” 

Sanders will be retiring in 
May, but plans to remain involved 
with the Top Notch Players. 

The semester ends with the 
Top Notch Players performance 
of “A Christmas Carol.” 

See box to the left. 


Peace poetry design winner announced 


This year’s winning 
design was submitted 
by Nicole Chetsas 


By Kim Waitinc 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 

Nicole Chetsas is the winner 
of the cover design contest for the 
Peace Poetry contest. 

Chetsas is a general studies 
major from Kensington, N.H., 
and she is in her first year at 
NECC. 

Chetsas developed an interest 
in photography four years ago 
taking selfies with her laptop 
camera, but this is her first pho- 
tography class and her first pho- 
tography competition. 

Chetsas was grateful for the 
opportunity to show her work as 
a photographer but wasn’t sure 
what to expect from the vot- 
ing, since there were some other 
strong entries. 

Chetsas said, “I mentally pre- 
pared myself not to be upset if I 
didn’t win.” 

From the beginning of the 
competition, Chetsas was thrilled 
with the ideas she was coming up 
with and frustrated with her dif- 
ficulty in creating the right com- 


position. 

Coincidentally, she wears a 
charm bracelet with a peace sign 
on it, and it was during a break 
in shooting that she and her boy- 
friend began experimenting with 
holding the charm, “making it 
look like you are holding peace 
in your hands,” Chetsas said. 

After getting feedback from 
classmates, Chetsas and her boy- 
friend continued working to per- 
fect the shot. 

“I went through about three 
photo shoots with different ideas 
until I got the one that would be- 


“Finding out that I got 72 
votes, I was ecstatic,” Chetsas 
said. “I’m still trying to wrap my 
head around it.” 

In the future, Chetsas plans to 
teach high school theology, but 
her love and talent for photog- 
raphy inspires her to incorporate 
these two passions together. 

Chetsas plans to take another 
photography class next semester. 
“I want to continue getting better 
and become a strong photogra- 
pher,” she said. 

“My parents are super proud of 
me,” said Chetsas. “My mom said 
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I’m still trying to wrap my head around it. 
- Nicole Chetsas 
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come the winning picture,” said 
Chetsas. 

The competition wasn’t even 
close, with Chetsas receiving 72 
votes and the next highest entry 
only receiving 44. Eleven oth- 
er entries received considerably 
fewer votes. 


it was a strong shot and that she 
can see it as a symbol of hope.” 

Text will be added to the im- 
age, and the final design will soon 
be seen throughout the school 
and the entire Merrimack Valley 
area advertising the Peace Poetry 
Contest. 


by Kim Wh 
Nicole Chetsas posed with her winning ‘image for this” 


year’s poster and cover of the Peace Poetry book. 
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NECC students 
talk about finals 


Students share their 
tips on facing the 
finals grind 


By RAcHAEL SARCIONE 
Correspondent 

With the holidays fast ap- 
proaching and the semester com- 
ing to an end, it’s easy to become 
overwhelmed by the stress of it 


many distractions at home. 

“I know the only free time I 
have to study for finals is before 
bed, but I have a full time job and 
it wipes me out” said Melissa 
Dow, a night student at NECC. 
“T turn off all my devices and the 
TV during study time. I just know 
I'll be tempted to binge-watch 
‘The Walking Dead’.” 

It is important to pace yourself 


Me a... s. 
Don’t try to read a 400 page book the night 
before the exam. 

- Anthony Branco 


__ 


all. If shopping, gift-wrapping 
and cooking weren’t enough to 
deal with, it just happens to be 
time for final exams. 

Here are some tips from some 
fellow college students for sur- 
viving finals week. 

NECC student, Kelly Schwing 
shares her secrets for a successful 
study session. “A good playlist, a 
warm blanket and lots of coffee”! 

Staying focused and disci- 
plined can be difficult with so 


Pursue a Deg 


me Take UMass Lowell Courses a 


Registration is now available for the UMass Lowell courses listed 


and set realistic goals. 

“Don’t try to read a 400 page 
book the night before the exam, 
that’s just crazy!” said Anthony 
Branco, a college freshman from 
Lawrence. “You have to reward 
yourself after the exams too. Go 
out for some lobster ravioli or 
something like that.” 

Good luck with your final ex- 
ams and Happy Holidays every- 
one. 
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Three NECC employees 
recognized for achievement 


The Employee 
Recognition award 
winners are announced 
NECC Newsroom 


Correspondent 

Three Northern Essex Com- 
munity College employees Ingrid 
Polanco of Haverhill, Julie Carey 
of Amesbury, and Maria Hom of 
Groveland recently received the 
NECC Employee Recognition 
Award for the fourth quarter of 
2014. 

The Employee Recognition 
Award recognizes the many and 
varied contributions of the col- 
lege’s nearly 700 employees. 

Employees are selected each 
quarter based on recommen- 
dations from supervisors and 
co-workers. 

Recipients receive a $150 cer- 
tificate to the restaurant or mall of 
his or her choice. 

Polanco, an administrative 
assistant in the NECC Tutoring 
Center, has worked at Northern 
Essex for five years. 

She was nominated by Don- 
na Bertolino, assistant dean of 
academic support services, who 
praised her for “...her consistent 
positive attitude, creative think- 
ing, and her willingness to go 
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ree at UMass Lowell 
t NECC in Haverhill 


on the right that will be held at Northern Essex Community College 
in Haverhill this Spring. 


Count these courses towards a UMass Lowell Bachelor’s Degree in 


Psychology, Criminal Justice or Business Administration — all backed by the 


academic integrity of a top ranked research University. 


Spring Courses 
Start January 21° 


Questions? 
Call 800-480-3190 


MGT.310-HA1 
MKTG.411-HA1 
POMS.301-HA1 


44.320-HA1 
44.342-HA1 
47.269-HA1 
47-312-HA1 
47.361-HA1 


UMass Lowell is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action, Title LX, H/V, ADA 1990 University. This ad was produced at no 


cost to the Commonwealth. 


COURSE NO. 


above and beyond with a smile.” 
Colleague Jennifer Levesque 
echoed her sentiment saying, “... 
(Polanco) is the backbone of the 
Tutoring Center. She is willing to 
help anyone who steps into her 
office, looks lost in the hallways 
or calls her and she does so in a 
very friendly and effective man- 
ner.” 

Director of the Tutoring Cen- 
ter Lynne Nadeau, added “...she 
brings commitment, good humor, 
and complex critical thinking.” 

She graduated from Northern 
Essex with an Associate of Sci- 
ence degree in Business Man- 
agement: Computer Application 
Option. 

An administrative assistant to 
the dean of student life, Hom has 
worked at Northern Essex for 16 
years. She was nominated by Rob 
Parker, director of the Wellness & 
Fitness Center. 

He praised her saying, “Many 
students come to the Sport & Fit- 
ness Center in their first few days 
of college. They are often anx- 
ious and have questions and con- 
cerns about a variety of things... 
she always seems to find time 
for each and every student who 
comes her way...She listens to 
their concerns, helps them find 
solutions... Maria provides a 
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COURSE NAME 


Human Resource Management — 
Marketing Analytics 

Operations Management 

Hate Crimes 

Criminal Profiling 

Research | 

Learning and Behavior 


Developmental Psychopathology 


http://continuinged.uml.edu/haverhill 


calming and comforting presence 
when so many things are moving 
so fast for our students at this 
time of year.” 

Marcia Winters, _NECC’s 
Mental Health counselor, wrote 
“Maria is kind, supportive, and 
helps students out whenever they 
need help.” 

She holds a Bachelor of Arts 
in Business Administration from 
the University of Puerto Rico. 

Carey who is an administra- 
tive assistant for the Founda- 
tional Studies & Liberal Arts & 
Sciences department, was nomi- 
nated by Judy Zubrow, the dean 
of that area, who nominated her 
on behalf of numerous faculty 
members writing , “Her outstand- 
ing contributions and exceptional 
performance meet many of the 
award’s criteria: 

“High work standards; con- 
sistently high on-the-job perfor- 
mance; good problem-solving 
techniques; empathy for students; 
a service oriented approach to the 
job; friendly, cooperative, cour- 
teous manner, and sensitivity to- 
wards our diverse students, facul- 
ty, and staff.” 

She has worked at the college 
for 36 years. She holds an associ- 
ate degree from NECC. 


TIME 


6:00-8:50pm 
6:30-9:20pm 
6:30-9:20pm 
6:30-9:20pm 
6:30-9:20pm 
6:30-9:20pm 
6:30-9:20pm 
6:30-9:20pm 
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Early education 
glossing over 


American history? 
By ResBeccaA WESTERMAN 
Features Editor 

During early childhood educa- 
tion, between the middle-school 
to high school period, the subject 
of American history enters the 
curriculum. Many students will 
remember learning about the Pil- 
grims and Native Americans, and 
the story of Thanksgiving. 

For some, learning the full 
story of how western civilization 
has gotten to where it is today is a 
bit of a shock, in stark contrast to 
the happy picture that is painted 
in youth. 

Although it is no secret that 
westernization proved to be near- 
ly the extinction of the native 
people of North America, it is 
generally glossed over by teach- 
ers who wish to avoid controver- 
sy in the classroom, whether it 
be from parents or the students 
themselves. 

“Students mostly are ill-in- 
formed about American history in 
general and about the injustices 
perpetrated on Native Americans, 
I do not predict any changes in the 
way Thanksgiving is discussed. 
Telling the truth would inspire 
too much 
‘patriot- 
ic’ _ back- 
lash. K-12 
schools 
don’t want 
to deal with 
that. In col- 
lege there 
is much 
more freedom to discuss the com- 
plete picture and we should take 
advantage of that freedom,” said 
Stephen Russell, history profes- 
sor. 
What does this mean for the 
attitude instilled in our youth? 
Does it have the potential to cause 
the whole picture to be ignored in 
light of the way the holiday has 
evolved? 

“A lot of things contribute to 
this notion of American excep- 
tionalism, and Noam Chomsky 
would say we’re exceptional 
primarily in the amount of vio- 
lence we’ve used and the amount 
of suffering we’ve caused and 
there’s a strong indictment to be 
made of the way America has be- 
haved over the years,” said Pro- 
fessor Stephen Slaner. 

“It doesn’t necessarily mean 
the American people would agree 
with it hopefully today if they 
reflected on it they might realize 
that there are problems.” 

A clearer picture in earlier ed- 
ucation that instills the entire sto- 
ry of westernization could have 
the potential to encourage such 
_ feflections on American histo- 

ry and perhaps give insight into 
how the country operates today in 
modern era. 

Often large pieces of the puz- 
zle are left out, or put on the back 
burner, when Thanksgiving in 
particular is covered by some ed- 


ucators. Schools generally focus 
on telling a romanticized tale of 
Squanto and the Native Ameri- 
cans breaking bread together and 
being symbiotic. 

The meaning itself of the hol- 
iday is often misconstrued to fit 
popular demand of the present 
culture. “Like all holidays, the 
meaning of Thanksgiving has 
evolved to reflect the needs of 
the times in which the holiday is 
celebrated more than the original 
meaning,” Russell said. 

“Some people (a very few) 
use it as a day to memorialize 
the injustices perpetrated on the 
Native Americans. More often 
it has been seen as a harvest fes- 
tival which expresses thanks, of- 
ten in a religious way, for good 
things that we as Americans have. 
There is no harm in that. It is a 
holiday that Americans are at- 
tached to because it’s a time for 
family and friends to connect and 
maybe have a day off.” 

Some of the people who opt 
to memorialize the injustices per- 
petrated on Native Americans at- 
tend a protest ceremony in Plym- 
outh, Mass. 

The protest itself is called The 
National Day of Mourning. The 
annual protest takes place on the 
fourth Thursday of November, 
the same day as Thanksgiving. 
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Students are mostly ill-informed about 
American history in general. 


- Stephen Russell 
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It was established in 1970 by the 
United American Indians of New 
England. 

The protesters honor the Na- 
tive American ancestors who 
struggled and were lost, and in- 
still the proper education of what 
happened when European settlers 
came to North America. 

Anyone is welcomed to attend 
and march through he historic 
district of Plymouth, Mass, and 
listen to native speakers share 
their history and historic strug- 
gles as well as contemporary an- 
ecdotes, 

One such person is Colin Mur- 
phy, a sound recording technol- 
ogy major at UMass Lowell. He 
attended the 2014 National Day 
of Mourning instead of celebrat- 
ing the traditional Thanksgiving. 

Professor Russell said, “Any 
time we can present a realistic 
picture of American history, that 
is a good thing. While the early 
settlers at Plymouth and the Na- 
tive Americans had fairly good 
relationship in the early years, 
the relationship deteriorated as 
the numbers of English settlers 
increased an increasingly en- 
croached on Native American 
lands. 

“The pressure on Native 
Americans increased enormous- 
ly in the 1630s when large num- 
bers of English settlers came to 
the Boston area and established 


the Massachusetts Bay colony. 
These pressures resulted in the 
Pequot War in 1637 and Meta- 
com’s War in 1675-1676 which 
ended any hope of an amicable 
relationship between English and 
Native Americans.” 

A common misconception 
with the way early educators 
seem to teach this part of history, 
is that Native Americans coexist- 
ed comfortably with westerniza- 
tion when in fact the opposite was 
occurring. 

As Russell points out, the pres- 
sures of expanding North Ameri- 
ca eventually broke out into the 
Pequot War in 1637, which re- 
sulted in the defeat of the Pequots 
in which approximately 700 Pe- 
quots were either killed or taken 
into captivity and sold as slaves. 

A remarkable thing that hap- 
pened with the Pequot War is that 
the natives had alliances with 
the colonist on either sides, the 
natives were not always on the 
same team so to speak. The En- 
glish had things the natives want- 
ed to trade with so initially there 
was a somewhat amicable agree- 
ment between natives and settlers 
“The Native Americans were not 
averse to having some new peo- 
ple around, plus they brought 
things that the Native Americans 
liked to trade with. Then the num- 
ber (of settlers started to 
crawl (up), and that’s 
when things went south. 

“The English 
wouldn’t hold to their 
agreements, they’d keep 
expanding. The first big 
outbreak is the Pequot 
War, what’s interesting 
is the people from the 
English settlers allied 
with the tribes to make war on the 
Pequots so it wasn’t all peaceful 
and nice here before the English 
got here but they exacerbated the 
situation,” said Russell. 

The Metacom’s War which 
followed the Pequot war is rarely 
covered in public schools but in 
itself has had a profound effect on 
how all relations between settlers 
and natives became hostile. 

This is an important facet of 
American History that is ex- 
ceedingly glossed over. “The 
big showdown in 1675 was what 
they call Metacom’s War or King 
Philip’s. That’s when there was a 
deliberate attempt to wipe out the 
Native Americans, that’s some- 
thing students don’t learn any- 
thing about,” said Russell. 

It seems that in order to get 
an accurate representation of 
American history, a student must 
complete their own research in 
addition to what is learned in the 
classroom in earlier education. 

“I went to school awhile ago 
but I know I wasn’t (informed) 
it’s a myth, Pocohontas and all 
that stuff. So no I wasn’t informed 
accurately I suspect they’re not 
today and they certainly should 
be,” said Stephen Slaner, chair of 
the Global Studies department at 
NECC. 

A large part of the potential 
education to be lacking in Ameri- 
can history is the absence of crit- 
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Photo by Peter Murphy 


A protester at The Day of Mourning in Plymouth in 
traditional Native American attire. 


ical thinking. 

“T think you need to retrain 
them (students) to think critically 
about everything including this. 
I would say, that Howard Zinn’s 
People’s History of the United 
States does a pretty good job of 
setting the record straight. It’s 
widely accessible and deals with 
what really happened as opposed 
to the mythology of it,” said Slan- 
er. 

“I suspect that by now at 
least since it’s the 21st century, 
I have to assume they (students) 
have some familiarity with what 
happened to Native Americans. 
Whether they would use the word 
genocide, is interesting. 

“I don’t know if they would. 
When I talk about it, to the ex- 
tent that I do in a political science 
class, I would use that word,” 
said Slaner. 

There are options for those 
who wish to broaden their hori- 
zons about American history. 
“This probably applies more to 
high schools than colleges but I 
know when I was in high school 
I had a course called Problems of 
Democracy. 

“We actually read something 
quite outside the mainstream, 
and I noted that the teacher of 
the course didn’t come back af- 
ter that semester. I don’t think 
that he was fired but he may well 


have been so there needs to be 
greater tolerance in high schools 
for alternative views, hopefully 
that’s not as much of a problem 
for universities and colleges but it 
might be. It’s difficult when you 
question established views,” said 
Slaner. 

Overall the meaning of 
Thanksgiving has changed into 
something much different in the 
21st century. Today, it is a day for 
friends and family to give thanks 
for what they have, whether it 
be their good health or whatever 
good they have going on in life. | 
It is a time that is celebrated and 
a time to be together with loved 
ones. | 

It is important though, to not | 
forget the injustices that were 
brought onto Native Ameri- 
cans by european settlers. It is 
not something to be ignored or 
glossed over in American history. 

“Some accounts should be tak- 
en of the people who suffered. We 
should be more focused on peace 
and less on destruction: There 
is a certain insensitivity there, I 
would hope that Americans don’t 
feel that it was wonderful that we 
slaughtered all those people but 
at the same time, they are sort of 
insensitive to it and I don’t think 
they appreciate the magnitude of 
it,” said Slaner. 
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President Glenn sanctions Pandemic 
Preparedness Task Force to SSR to Ebola 


Justine Caron, 
head of the task force, 


discusses goals 


By Faira GREGORY 
Editor-in-Chief 

In response to the recent cas- 
es of Ebola in the United States, 
NECC has formed a Pandemic 
Preparedness Task Force to en- 
sure the school has ample aware- 
ness of Ebola and has a plan to 
respond if Ebola became a threat. 

Justine Caron, the Associate 
Director of Human Resources 
Development and Benefits, is the 
point person for the Pandemic 
Preparedness Task Force. 

“Gov. Deval Patrick’s office 
had issued some college wide, or 
community wide, notices. And as 
a oe of the president receiving 

notices, talking about the 
need to inform our population, 
since we work with student popu- 
lation and a lot of community col- 


we’re going to take measures to 
also address the common flu or 
even the cold. So we’re looking 
at encompassing that whole issue 
in this task of preparing a plan.” 

The task force is looking to 
have a plan finalized for Presi- 
dent Glenn’s approval by 2015. 

“The plan hasn’t been draft- 
ed. We’re trying to draft it right 
now. We’re using benchmarks 
from local higher education insti- 
tutes. We’re going to be pulling 
up excerpts of things that are ap- 
plicable to us, because not every 
institution of higher education is 
exactly the same. We’re going to 
be then making our own recom- 
mendations that are unique to our 
facilities and presenting to the 
president in first draft form hope- 
fully by the beginning of 2015,” 
said Caron. 

The next meeting of the task 
force will be on Dec. 11, where 
they will review the first draft and 
prepare to present it to President 


a 
The likelihood of us having a case of Ebola 
on campus is very nominal. 
- Justine Caron 
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leges in particular, we deal with 
a lot of people from all over the 
world,” said Caron. 

“And in a way to respond as 
an institution, he asked for each 
area of the institution who had a 
vested interest in responding to 
creating a preparedness plan to 
participate.” 

President Glenn established 
the task force and assigned Caron 
to be the point person. 

“Other areas such as allied 
health, academic affairs, security, 
facilities management and many 
more [are involved]. There’s an 
international education presence 
on the committee as well. So 
there’s a lot of us bringing unique 
perspectives and trying to address 
this from their vantage point.” 

The task force is charged with 
informing the college community 
about Ebola, sharing tips and re- 
sources to prevent the spread of 
disease, and drafting a prepared- 
ness plan so that the college will 
know how to respond if a case of 
Ebola was reported in the NECC 
community. 

“Right now, we were trying 
to get out information through 
the information sessions to bring 
awareness of what Ebola was, 
and how it can be spread, and for 
those people who have symptoms 
similar to Ebola, precautionary 
ways to mitigate the spread of 
even things like the flu,” said 
Caron. 

“From there, we want to con- 
tinue to inform, make people 
aware of mitigating the spread of 
any sort of virus nevermind Eb- 
ola. Ebola is of course our main 
charge, but the likelihood of us 
having a case of Ebola on campus 
is very nominal, which is why 


Glenn. 

“So within plans themselves, 
it depends on the level of what is 
perceived to be going on -- level 
one, level two and level three. So 
-- if there is a situation -- we’re 
in level one right now, meaning 
bringing it to attention, issues of 
exposure to Ebola and how to 
mitigate those, and how to avoid 
the spread of other illnesses,” 
said Caron. 

“Level two is things like get- 
ting protective gear for people 


ing someone on campus, per se, 
is going to limit the potential of 
having it spread on campus, so 
that seems to be the approach 
we’re leaning towards.” 

It is unclear if the task force 
will remain a permanent install- 
ment on NECC’s campus. 

“Tf | have to presume, an edu- 
cated guess, I would say it would 
not be permanent, and here’s 
why-- we’re tasked specifically 
with Ebola, so that’s the charge 
that we’re given. Once we’ve cre- 
ated this plan and the steps that 
we're going to take in achieving 
a response to Ebola incident, that 
would be the end of our responsi- 
bility,” said Caron. 

“Unless, of course, something 
were to happen on campus and 
we needed to start to respond, and 
then respond according to this 
pandemic plan we’re going to be 
drafting. So I don’t see this spe- 
cific task force for Ebola being a 
long standing team.” 

All available information 
online about the task force can 
be found at necc.mass.edu/stu- 
dent-services/health-safety/ebo- 
la-information/ 

“T think that more people need 
to be aware of what was present- 
ed in that, and that’s all of the in- 
formation recommended by the 
CDC of how to deal with this ep- 
idemic,” said Caron. 

“Ultimately the CDC is the 
subject matter expert in this, so 
really we’re taking our steps 
based on what their recommen- 
dations are.” 

Caron advises that everyone 
take basic disease prevention 
precautions to protect themselves 
from the flu and the cold. 

“As we approach the holiday 
season, a lot of people may be 
having family come from over- 


Ultimately the CDC is the subject matter 
expert in this, so really we’re taking our steps 
based on what their recommendations are. 


- Justine Caron 


SS 


who might be exposed to, let’s 
say, cleaning up bodily fluids, 
and not knowing, of course, if the 
bodily fluid is actually a contami- 
nant such as Ebola. 

“So we have to have proper 
protective gear. I’m working with 
facilities on this team to make 
sure that we get them training, 
to make sure we get them proper 
[protective gear],” said Caron. 

NECC would reach level 
three if a student of staff member 
showed signs of contracting Eb- 
ola. 

“We haven’t defined, defin- 
itively, what treatment, if any, 
would exist because we’re lean- 
ing towards advising individuals 
to access a primary care physi- 
cian, and going to local ERs and 
any other specialized CDC facil- 
ities if, in fact, they have similar 
symptoms to Ebola,” said Caron. 

“By doing that, and not treat- 


seas, especially, it’s hard to know 
as a college community, whether 
someone has a cousin coming 
from an exposed area. There’s no 
way for us to be able to manage 
that,” said Caron. 

“Be mindful of the holiday 
season and the possibility that if 
someone from those areas is com- 
ing to visit with them, that they 
need to be mindful of their own 
personal hygiene, because that 
is the baseline and foundation 
for preventing the spread of Eb- 
ola, and as well of the flu and the 
common cold.” 

For more information on Eb- 
ola and disease prevention, go to 
the CDC website cde.gov/vhf/ 
ebola/index.html 
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By Mike 
Sports Editor 


Patriots’ tight end 
Rob Gronkowski 
sets a record Sunday 


night in San Diego 

Gronkowski caught a 14 
yard touchdown pass from 
Tom Brady in the second 
quarter, his tenth touchdown 
reception of the year. This 
marks the fourth season that 
Gronkowski has recorded at 
least 10 touchdown recep- 
tions, a record among NFL 
tight ends. Gronkowski had 
10 touchdown catches in 
2010, 18 in 2011 and 11 in 
2012. 


Celtics beat Wizards 
behind yet another 
triple double from 


Rajon Rondo 

The Celtics beat the 
Washington Wizards 
101-93 on Sunday afternoon. 
Boston was led by Rondo, who 
recorded 13 points, 13 
rebounds and 11 assists. This 
was the 2lst career triple 
double for Rondo, which 
ranks at second most among 
active NBA players (LeBron 
James, 37). In addition, Ron- 
do has 10 triple doubles in the 
playoffs. Jeff Green led the 
Celtics in scoring 
with 25 points, while 
Marcus Thornton added 21 
off the bench on 58 percent 
shooting. 


Patriots face three 
divisional games to 


close the season 


After a big win in San 
Diego, the Patriots are at the 
top of the AFC at 10-3 and 
poised to clinch the number 
one seed if they win out. The 
final three games are against 
the Miami Dolphins at home, 
on the road against the New 
York Jets and then at home 
against the Buffalo Bills to end 
the regular season. The Patri- 
ots will be favored in all three 
games, especially against New 
York. Miami could potential- 
ly give the Patriots some prob- 
lems as they did in the first 
game of the season, but New 
England is a different team 
now. The offenseive line is 
improved, the offense is click- 
ing, and the defense has been 
shut down for the past five 
weeks against some of the best 
quarterbacks in the game. 


New England Revs 
can t get it done in 
title game in LA 


The Revolution lost 2-1 in 
extra time to the Los Ange- 
les Galaxy on Sunday, ending 
their season. The lone goal for 
the Revs was scored by Chris 
Tierney in the 79th minute. LA 
Galaxy captain Landon Don- 
ovan retired after the match, 
ending his career with 6 MLS 
championhip wins. 
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The Boston sports issue 


A look at the four major professional sports teams in the Boston area 
Red Sox are one of the many teams aiming to 


sign 
Lester is certainly 
one of the hottest 
free agents on the 


market this year 


By Mike ALONGI 
Sports Editor 

With the baseball winter 
meetings underway this week, 
the entire baseball world is 
waiting to see what will come 
of the Jon Lester sweepstakes. 

There have been rumors 
flying around over the past 
few weeks that as many as six 
different teams are interested 
in signing Lester, and the Red 
Sox are most likely going to 
have to pay more than they 
want to in order to bring the 
lefty back. 

The Chicago Cubs have 
reportedly offered Lester 
a-six year deal worth more 
than $140 million. The 
Cubs, led by former Red Sox 


general manager Theo 
Epstein, certainly have the 
money to spend, and the 


long time animosity between 


Epstein and Red Sox 
president Larry Lucchino has 
provided plenty of storylines. 
But the fact is that the Cubs 
are a bad team, and at this 
point in Lester’s career he 
would most likely looking for 
a place where he has a chance 
to win another World Series. 
Which brings us to the 
two biggest perceived Red 
Sox opponents in the Jon 
Lester sweepstakes: The San 
Francisco Giants and _ the 
Los Angeles Dodgers. The 
Giants are coming off their 
third World Series champion- 
ship in the past five years, and 
with the money they save by 
not resigning Pablo Sandoval 
(whom Boston gave a five 
year deal worth $95 million) 
they will have the cash to offer 


a top of the market deal. 

The Dodgers have the 
second highest payroll in 
baseball, just behind the 


Yankees, and are always look- 
ing to make a big splash in 
the free agent market. The 
Dodgers are probably the 
team that could offer Lester 


Bruins have missed 
Zedeno Chara terribly 


The captain is set to 
return to the lineup 
within the next two 
weeks and it's not a 


moment too soon 
By MIke ALONGI 
Sports Editor 

The Boston Bruins 
have sorely missed captain 
defenseman Zedeno 
Chara, who has been out with 
a knee injury for the past six 
weeks. Chara tore his PCL 
(posterior cruciate ligament) 
in his right knee on Oct. 24 in 
a game against the New York 
Islanders. 

In the six weeks that Chara 
has been hurt, the Bruins have 
gone a very pedestrian 10-7, 
putting them in fourth place in 
the Atlantic Conference with 
an overall record of 15-12-1. 

The Bruins have had 
serious trouble on defense in 
his absence, and they’ve been 
giving up goals like never 
before. Boston has already 
given up 72 goals in 27 games. 

The goaltending is certainly 
struggling without Chara on 
the back end. Tuukka Rask 
has given up 52 goals in 21 
games, and his save percent- 
age has fallen from .930 last 
year to .910 so far this year. 

While this doesn’t look like 
a huge difference, it accounts 
for about a half of a goal per 


game, which is a lot in a game 
where scoring is usually hard 
to come by. 

The fact is that Chara 
makes the game so much more 
difficult for opposing teams 
because of his size. 

With over 10 feet of reach 
with his stick, he can literally 
shut down an entire side of the 
ice when he’s out there. 

He also brings a 
physical presence that the 
Bruins have been severely lack- 
ing since trading away Shawn 
Thornton this offseason. The 
Bruins have gotten pushed 
around on several occasions 
this year, and it’s becoming an 
issue. 

This all goes without 
saying that the offense has been 
terrible for the Bruins this year. 
While Chara does do his share 
of scoring and playmaking on 
the offensive end, he isn’t one 
of the main contributors to the 
offense. 

Players like Brad Marchand 
and Milan Lucic have to play 
better. There isn’t much room 
for error with Chara off the 
ice, and this has become ap- 
parent the longer he has been 
out. 

The good news for 
Bruins players and fans is that 
Chara should be back soon. 
The original prognosis was 
that he would miss five or six 
weeks with the injury, and he 

Continued on page 11 


the most money, but they are 
also in an in-between position 
in terms of their championship 
potential. 

Another team that many 
sources around the league say 
is “lurking in the shadows” is 
the New York Yankees. The 
Yankees have always been 
big spenders, and the thought 
of getting Lester to pair with 
CC Sabathia must be intrigu- 
ing for general manager Bri- 
an Cashman. However, this 
seems unlikely considering 
Lester’s history with Red 
Sox. He has grown up in the 
Boston organization, and on 
several occasions has said that 
he “hates the Yankees.” 

This, in addition to the fact 
that the Yankees are also not 
very good right now, makes 
the likelihood of Lester 
signing in New York pretty 
slim. 

The Red Sox have 
reportedly offered Lester a six 
year deal worth around $140 
million. If this indeed is the 
last offer Boston intends to 
give, then it is obvious they 


ace pitcher Jon Lester this offseason 


are hoping that Lester is going 
to come back to Boston for 
sentimental reasons. The 
fact of the matter is that other 
teams are going to offer him 
more money. Some teams are 
even going to offer an extra 
year on the contract. Ifthe Red 
Sox wanted to save money 
signing Lester, they should 
have signed him in spring 
training instead of offering 
him an insult in the form of 
a contract (4 years, $70 mil- 
lion). 

Boston has already 
proven to be a big spender 
this offseason, signing both 
Sandoval and former Red Sox 
prospect Hanley Ramirez for 
about $180 million combined. 

While the Red Sox do 
have deep pockets, there will 
come a point when they can’t 
offer Lester as much money as 
another team. 

In that case, they will just 
have to hope that Lester wants 
to come back to Boston. 

The clock is ticking, and 
Lester’s decision on where to 
play should come within days. 


Celtics may want to 
look into making deals 


Rajon Rondo and 
Jeff Green could be 
the Celtics’ big ticket 
trade chips 


By Mike ALONGI 
Sports Editor 

With the trade season 
drawing closer, the possibility 
of the Boston Celtics trading 
away a player like Jeff Green 
or Rajon Rondo becomes 
more real with every loss. 

As the NBA season rolls 
into December, the Celtics 
have been far from impres- 
sive to this point. Through 16 
games, the Celtics sit in 11th 
place in the incredibly weak 
Eastern Conference with a 
record of 5-11. 

Not only that, but the team 
has been tough to watch, 
blowing big leads in the 
second half seemingly every 
other game. Barring some 
sort of incredible turnaround, 
it’s becoming increasingly 
doubtful that the Celtics can 
expect significant improve- 
ments with the roster as 
currently constructed. 

The Celtics are in a weird 
place right now, halfway 
between having a potential 
playoff-worthy team and a 
lottery-worthy team. 

The young players on the 
team (Marcus Smart, Jared 
Sullinger, Kelly Olynyk) are 
talented but inexperienced 


and are prone to mistakes 
in crunch time. The veteran 
players such as Rondo and 
Green have been inconsistent. 

Fact of the matter is the 
Celtics don’t have a player 
that they can turn to for the 
last shot. And Celtics fans are 
sick and tired of waiting for 
Green to become that player. 

Green could be an 
interesting trade chip for the 
Celtics. At just 28 years old, 
he is supposedly just entering 
the prime of his career. 

He has also stayed relative- 
ly healthy to this point. He is a 
very athletic wing player who 
has the potential to do serious 
damage on offense from any 
spot on the floor. | 

He is averaging 19 points 
per game so far this year on 
44 percent shooting from the 
field. The issue with Green 
is that he just doesn’t bring it 
consistently. He can score 40 
points and dominate the game 
one night and completely 
disappear the next. 

This is the ultimate 
frustration for Celtics fans, 
as they’ve been looking for 
Green to take the next step for 
three years now. 

Despite his inconsistencies, 
however, it would be hard for 
the Celtics to make up for his 
offensive contributions if they 
were to deal him. There is no 
other athletic win player with 


his size on the Celtics roster, 
Continued on page 11 
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New England comes away with a big 


The defense led the 
way for the Patriots 
as they move to 10-3 


on the season 
By Mike Avonci 
Sports Editor 

The New England Patri- 
ots pulled off a crucial 23-14 
win Sunday night over the San 
Diego Chargers to bring their 
record to 10-3. 

The game was won behind 
great play from the Patri- 
ots’ defense, particularly star 
cornerback Darrelle Revis and 
an emerging star in linebacker 
Jamie Collins. 

Tom Brady and the offense 
were up and down for most of 
the game, but in the end they 
made enough plays to steal 
the lead and take home the 
victory. 

The game didn’t quite 
Start out the way the Patriots 
wanted. After taking an 
early lead on a Stephen 
Gostkowski field goal, the 
Patriots gave up an 11 play, 
80 yard drive to the Char- 
gers that ended with a Philip 
Rivers 15 yard touchdown 
pass to wide receiver Malcom 


The 
Bruins 
struggle 
without 
Chara 


Goaltending and 
team scoring have 
been two issues for 


Boston this season 
Continued from page 10 
missed his sixth week last 
Friday. He has been skating 
on his own in practice for the 
past week and could return 
as soon as this weekend if he 
progresses well. 

The Bruins may wait one 
more week, however, and 
try to bring Chara back after 
a three game road trip that 
begins next Tuesday. 

If that’s the case, he will 
have missed almost 8 weeks, 
and should be ready to go at 
full strength. 

The Bruins have gotten 
by fairly well without him in 
terms of their record so far, 
but this sort of play can’t be 
sustained. The Bruins simply 
cannot continue to give up 
goals at this rate, even if the 
offense picks its game up. 

If Boston is to be a true 
Stanley Cup contender this 
year, Chara is going to need 
to come back as soon as possi- 
ble and make a real impact on 
both ends of the ice. 


Floyd to give San Diego a 7-3 
ead. 

After receiving the kick, 
Brady dropped back on 3rd 
and 3 and completed a pass to 
receiver Brandon LaFell over 
the middle. 

The minute LaFell made the 
catch, he was hit by Chargers’ 
safety Jahleel Addae, causing 
a fumble. Darrell Stuckey, the 
Chargers’ other safety, quickly 
recovered the fumble and took 
it 53 yards to the endzone. 

After the extra point, the 
score stood at 14-3 in favor of 
San Diego. 

The Patriots managed to get 
another field goal to bring the 
score to 14-6. and then forced 
a three and out from San 
Diego on their next posses- 
sion, 

On the ensuing punt, 
Patriots’ backup running back 
Brandon Boldin got into the 
backfield and blocked the 
punt, completely destroying 
Chargers’ punter Mike Scifres 
in the process. 

The Patriots got the ball 
deep in San Diego territory, 
and Scifres was diagnosed 
with a broken clavicle after 
the game. 

The 


punt undoubtedly 


Celtics have some 
valuable trade chips 


sparked the momentum’ for 
New England, and they took 
advantage of the good field 
position quickly. The 4 play, 
25 yard drive that culminat- 
ed in a 14 yard touchdown 
connection from Brady to 
tight end Rob Gronkowski, 
and after the extra point the 
Patriots were only down one 
point, 14-13. 

New England had a great 
chance to take the lead into 
halftime after forcing another 
San Diego punt and getting the 
ball back near midfield with 
1:32 left in the second quarter. 

The Patriots drove the ball 
down to the 18 yard line, but 
Brady made a bad throw in 
Gronkowski’s direction that 
was intercepted by Chargers’ 
linebacker Manti Te’o on the 
one yard line, and the Char- 
gers took a lead into halftime. 

The second half start- 
ed slowly for both teams. 
For almost the entire fourth 
quarter, the two exchanged 
failed drives, with three punts 
from San Diego and four from 
New England. 

The Patriots managed an 
interception late in the third 
quarter, but they were unable 
to capitalize. 


Rondo or Green 
could be dealt 


away this year 
Continued from page 10 
and the truth is that 
Green always shows 
flashes of how he could 
be an incredible player. 
But the Celtics need to 
decide whether flashes 
of brilliance are worth 
the aggravation that 
comes with Green’s 
inconsistencies. 

Which brings us to 
Rajon Rondo. Also 28 
years old, Rondo still 
has a lot to prove as 
he comes into his first 
full season after ACL 
surgery. However, it’s 
hard to disagree with the 
fact that Rondo has been 
impressive to this point. 
Though the sample size 
is short (15 games), 
Rondo is averaging al- 
most a triple-double this 
year with 8.9 points, 
7.4 rebounds and a 
league-leading 10.9 as- 
sists per game. He is 
clearly still the play- 
maker that Celtics fans 
remember from the Big 
Three era, setting up 
teammates and making 
an all-around impact on 
the game when he’s on 
the floor. 

But there are plenty 
of reasons to think that 


Rondo could be traded 
away. For one, he is the 
Celtics’ greatest asset 
at this point. Rondo 
would surely bring at 
least one and probably 
two first round picks 
in a trade. In addition, 
Rondo’s __ personality 
may not be the best fit 
for a young team that 
is still developing. 
Stevens may want to 
trade him away to gain 
more stability. 

Another serious pos- 
sibility is this: He may 
just not want to play FP 
here anymore. While 
he may be saying all 
the right things, the fact 
is that the Celtics are in 
a rebuilding mode. And 
a fiery competitor like 
Rondo might not be 
patient enough to wait 
for Boston to build a 
contender. Add to that 
yesterday’s news of 
Rondo and Los Ange- 
les Lakers star Kobe 
Bryant getting togeth- 
er in Beacon Hill, and 
it becomes hard not 
to draw some conclu- 
sions. 

With the February 
19th trade deadline 
inching closer by the 
day, Celtics’ man- 
agement has a lot of 
thinking to do. 


The New England defense, 
however, played shutout foot- 
ball against the Chargers. 
On the outside, cornerbacks 
Darrelle Revis and Brandon 
Browner kept the talented San 
Diego receivers at bay the 
entire game, short of the one 
15 yard touchdown catch by 
Malcom Floyd. 

Last years’ AFC Rookie 
of the Year Keenan Allen had 
two catches for a measly three 
yards against Revis. 

Jamie Collins was all 
over the field, getting pres- 
sure on Rivers and working 
sideline to sideline when de- 
fending the run. He showed his 
athleticism at the lineback- 
er position (8 tackles, one 
tackle assist) and also proved 
that he is improving as a pass 
rusher (2 sacks). His ability to 
also drop back into coverage 
makes him a perfect candidate 
for a Bill Belichick coached 
defense. 

Collins has clearly raised 
his level of play this season, 
and is becoming a key cog in 
the Patriots’ front seven. 

New England notched a 
field goal early in the fourth 
quarter to take a 16-14 lead, 
and the defense responded 


QUESTIONS? 


www.necc.mass.edu/parking 
978-556-3895 


win in San Diego Sunday night 


with a big three and out to give 
the ball back to Brady and the 
offense. 

With 8:53 left in the game, 
Brady hit wide receiver Julian 
Edelman on a short pass over 
the middle. Edelman went up 
and caught it, broke two tack- 
les and took it 69 yards to the 
house to blow the game open 
for the Patriots, 23-14. 

The Chargers were demor- 
alized after the score, and only 
managed one more first down 
the rest of the game. The sec- 
ondary pinned their ears back 
expecting the pass, and San 
Diego could only complete 
short passes for very little 
yardage. 

The Chargers came up just 
short of a first down in their 
last chance, and the Patriots 
took over with 1:17 left and 
ran out the clock. 

Brady finished the game 
with 28 completions for 317 
yards, one touchdown and one 
interception. The top receivers 
were Edelman (8 receptions, 
144 yards and one touchdown) 
and Gronkowski (8 receptions, 
87 yards and one touchdown). 
LeGarrette Blount led the Pa- 
triots in rushing with 66 yards 
on 20 attempts. 
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